Rt. 7, Frederick, Md. 21701 


11/26/67 


Deer John, 

I've just returned from a trip to K ew Orleans, Chicago, San Francisco and 
L 03 Ang9les (very successful in terms of appearances and exposure)/ Iknow I read 
your letter of 10/22 after returning from FY but do not know if I answered it. 

Sam Abbott never sent o bil- because by the time he learned that Tobey would 
pay for the cover, Dell was doing II and he waited to bill for both, to see if 
they’d use. the second cover. 

The ouestion with ctr.rr* is not Starr but Dell, which just site stil.l and 
does nrthinrr. They heve declined to give ms an affidavit on sales, "fc icfc they niece 
at 117,000 US, 15,000 foreign, of s print of over 500,000. They dare not rive me 
on affidavit for the would be perjury. So, you see, you also bnve an interest. Now 
I have nc doubt I can prove their sales figures wrong, fthst I doubt ie that I can 
take the time to establish whet they really are or that, with the tine, I cen do 
this m’th complete accuracy. So, we need all that cpti help in a stilt. If I were in 
lX *ew York, the suit would hays, been filed before this, it is h.av° tc e-^end time 
on the phone with Dios and *'ohn, each of whom is bury, end they rerely can gat 
together. A hope this weekend 1 arranged for the beginning of a suit. 

I think gettinthe lawyer to send you the papers and then getting you to 
send th®m bee 1 ' 13 dnrgarous end time-masting, why not make the arrangement, when 
the suit is being prepared, to hove your lswyer3 l?t me go over them, or the lawyer, 
or both, end we select whet is helpful and make copies, leaving your files intact? 

0 

Meanwhile, when you get a chance, please get your letters and mine out end 
prepare ell the information in a single letter. I have no doubt that we hav9 them 
over the barrel on returns of the original edition, because I have the signed 
contract that they later backed out cn, nSTDit olGKlNG IT. V7hat I want to do is 
establish the case on royalties, ivhile it. may oa that no one in his right mind would 
ecer believe that with an initial printing of 250,000 Dell would twice reprint 
having sold so smell apercentage teat their sale almost a year leter was less than 
half of the original printing, we must be able to prove a case in court. 1 thick 
that the more v.e can prove by way of their dishonesty ar.d its fl^grenco, the better 
the chbnce there is of getting reononeble estimates accepted by u jury and of g 3 tting 
other tnings we might be able to prove weighed more carefully and fairly. 

oo, pleaso gat this thing going on your end sc that I can dc something here. 
One thing that may be important is your files. Arrange to make them accessible. 

i nave not been able to write anything more in two months. T oo cany other 
related things keep me too busy. Alien I'm home 1 am now trying land often succeed- 
ing ) in sleeping a little longer. A stay tired, .'hen I'm away I go at the old 
clip. One night, in 3F, I didn t even get in bed or get to change my clothes. The 
fifth book is written, half prepared for offset printing, and hot. A t goes slowly 
because we are both so tired and have too many other necessities. Ye ere still with 
most of our property in boxe3, with much not yet moved, and with piles of stuff 
under cover outside. Cur health is as it was, save that se have discovered that I 
have 8 high blood sugar count. Do not yet know : hat it means, aside from e diet that 
conflicts violently with that for ulcer. How goes your writing and other things 
with you* Prepared to be ? wer correspondent* "^ur ere properly located* Our bent, 


